Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 OTTAWA 04874 01 OF 02 092024Z 
ACTION ACD A- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 EUR- 12 PM-04 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 PA-02 SS-15 PRS-01 SP-02 TRSE-00 ERDA-07 
H-02 IO-14 OIC-02 OMB-01 NSC-05 ERDE-00 USIE-00 
INRE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO ACDE-00 /088 W 

092057Z 006797/63 

O 091959Z JUN77 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3755 
SECDEF WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
INFO USMISSION NATO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BONN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ROME IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LISBON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY OSLO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION GENEVA IMMEDIATE 
USLOSACLANT IMMEDIATE 
USNMR SHAPE, IMMEDIATE 
USCINCEUR, IMMEDIATE 
CINCLANT, IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 OTTAWA 04874 

USSALTTWO USDEL SALT TWO GENEVA, USMBFR USDEL MBFR VIENNA 

JOINT STATE/USIA MESSAGE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 OTTAWA 04874 01 OF 02 092024Z 


E.O. 11652: NA 
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SUBJECT: NPG: COMMUNIQUE 

1 . THERE FOLLOWS THE TEXT OF THE COMMUNIQUE OF THE 2 1ST 
NUCLEAR PLANNING GROUP MEETING, OTTAWA, 8-9 JUNE 1977. 
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2. THE NATO NUCLEAR PLANNING GROUP, WHICH IS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF ALLIANCE NUCLEAR DEFENCE POLICY AND 
IS CURRENTLY COMPOSED OF THE MINISTERS OF DEFENCE OF EIGHT 
NATO COUNTRIES, CONCLUDED ITS TWENTY-FIRST HALF-YEARLY 
MEETING IN OTTAWA, CANADA, TODAY. ATTENDING THE TWO-DAY 
CONFERENCE WERE THE FOLLOWING MINISTERS OF DEFENCE: 

MR. DANSON, CANADA; MR. LEBER, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF 
GERMANY; MR. LATTANZIO, ITALY; MR. STEMERDINK, THE 
NETHERLANDS; MR. MULLEY, THE UNITED KINGDOM; AND DR. BROWN, 
THE UNITED STATES. UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENSE 
ZAIMIS M.P. REPRESENTED GREECE AND UNDERSECRETARY OF 
STATE FOR DEFENCE HOLST REPRESENTED NORWAY. THE MEETING 
WAS CHAIRED BY DR. LUNS, THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF NATO. 

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE NATO MILITARY COMMITTEE, GENERAL ZEINER 
GUNDERSEN, THE SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER EUROPE, GENERAL 
HAIG, AND THE SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER ATLANTIC, ADMIRAL 
KIDD, WERE ALSO PRESENT. 

3. MINISTERS RECEIVED A BRIEFING BY THE UNITED STATES 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ON THE BALANCE OF NUCLEAR FORCES 
BETWEEN NATO AND THE WARSAW PACT. THEY NOTED THE CONTINU- 
ING IMPROVEMENTS IN SOVIET NUCLEAR FORCES OVER THE WHOLE 
SPECTRUM OF CAPABILITIES INCLUDING THE APPEARANCE OF NEW 
NUCLEAR MISSILE SYSTEMS EQUIPPED WITH MULTIPLE WARHEADS, 
SUCH AS INTER-CONTINENTAL SYSTEMS AND THE SS-20 MOBILE 
INTERMEDIATE RANGE SYSTEM CAPABLE OF STRIKING TARGETS IN 
THE WHOLE OF EUROPE AND BEYOND. THEY ALSO DISCUSSED 
CURRENT AND POTENTIAL IMPROVEMENTS IN NATO NUCLEAR FORCES. 
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THEY AGREED THAT THE ALLIANCE'S NUCLEAR CAPABILITY AS A 
WHOLE CONTINUED TO MAKE A VITAL CONTRIBUTION TO DETERRENCE 
AND UNDERLINED THEIR DETERMINATION TO MAINTAIN ESSENTIAL 
EQUIVALENCE BETWEEN THE NUCLEAR CAPABILITIES OF NATO AND 
THE WARSAW PACT. THEY CONTINUED THEIR ON-GOING DISCUSSION 
OF THE IMPORTANCE OF SALT AND OTHER ARMS CONTROL NEGOTIA- 
TIONS IN THIS CONTEXT. MINISTERS REVIEWED THE IMPLICATIONS 
FOR WESTERN SECURITY OF CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN CRUISE 
MISSILES, INCLUDING THE RELATIONSHIP TO ARMS CONTROL 
NEGOTIATIONS ON THESE DEVELOPMENTS. 

4. MINISTERS DISCUSSED THE RESULTS OF TWO STUDIES PRE- 
PARED BY THE NATO MILITARY AUTHORITIES, DEALING WITH AIR 
DEFENCE AND THE USE OF DUAL-CAPABLE AIRCRAFT. THEY RE- 
AFFIRMED THE NEED FOR CONTINUING EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THE 
EFFECTIVENESS OF NATO'S THEATRE NUCLEAR FORCES. MINISTERS 
ALSO REAFFIRMED THE IMPORTANCE OF IMPROVING NATO CONVEN- 
TIONAL FORCES SO AS TO MAINTAIN THE CREDIBILITY OF NATO'S 
STRATEGY OF FORWARD DEFENCE AND FLEXIBLE RESPONSE. 
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5. MINISTERS ALSO CONSIDERED A REPORT BY A STUDY GROUP 
ON NEW TECHNOLOGY. THEIR DISCUSSION CENTRED ON THE 
POLITICAL AND MILITARY IMPLICATIONS OF THIS NEW TECHNOLOGY 
AND THEY AGREED THAT ITS EFFICIENT APPLICATION, WHILE NOT 
OFFERING A LOW-COST AND EASY MEANS OF MAINTAINING A CRED- 
IBLE AND EFFECTIVE DETERRENT, COULD ENHANCE NATO'S 
CAPABILITY TO IMPLEMENT ITS STRATEGY IF DEPLOYED IN A 
TIMELY, INTEGRATED MANNER AND EXPLOITED IMAGINATIVELY. 
THEY GAVE DIRECTIONS FOR FURTHER WORK IN THIS AREA TAKING 
INTO ACCOUNT WORK RECENTLY INITIATED IN THE DEFENCE PLAN- 
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6. AT THEIR MEETING IN LONDON IN NOVEMBER 1976, MINISTERS 
AGREED TO SOME PROCEDURAL IMPROVEMENTS AND REFINEMENTS 
IN THE MACHINERY FOR CONSULTATION ON AND CONTROL OF THE 
POSSIBLE USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN THE DEFENCE OF NATO. 
SINCE THEN, THESE IMPROVED AND REFINED PROCEDURES HAVE 
BEEN TESTED IN AN ALLIANCE- WIDE EXERCISE AND MINISTERS 
DISCUSSED SOME OF THE POLITICAL AND MILITARY ASPECTS 

OF THE EXERCISE. IT WAS AGREED THAT EFFORTS TO REFINE 
THESE PROCEDURES SHOULD BE CONTINUED. 

7. MINISTERS ACCEPTED WITH PLEASURE AN INVITATION TO HOLD 
THE NEXT NPG MINISTERIAL MEETING IN ITALY IN THE AUTUMN OF 
1977. ENDERS 
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